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Resumo: Tendo o Museu Nacional de Belas Artes como objeto de estudo, a dissertagéo
investiga estimulos ao incremento da sua frequéncia, procurando possibilitar maior
visibilidade ao seu precioso acervo, com foco na exposi¢gdo permanente. Desenvolve
estudo de caso a partir de um recorte do acervo da Instituicdo e analisa a perda de
ressonancia da colegdo em comparagdo com exposi¢cdes temporarias estrangeiras, no
final do século XX e inicio do século XXI. Situa a presenca do Estado na cultura nacional
e discute politicas culturais de dois ex-diretores. Aborda conceitos da teoria do
conhecimento ligados ao campo do Museu e da Museologia. Examina o noticiario de
midia impressa e televisiva como uma construcdo de realidade de exposigcdes
temporarias do Museu, na ultima década do século XX. Desenvolve e analisa uma
pesquisa de publico através da qual problematiza a questao identitaria do passado e
suas representagoes, com reflexos nos valores e emogdes do imaginario coletivo.
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Abstract: This dissertation approaches the National Museum of Fine Arts as object of
study, and investigates the stimuli applied to increase public attendance, striving to give
more visibility to its precious collection, in particular the permanent exhibitions. A case
study is presented focusing the museum collection, analyzing its loss of resonance [within
Brazilian society] in comparison to foreign temporary exhibitions, at the end of the
twentieth and beginning of the twentieth first century. It situates the presence of the State
within the national culture and discusses the cultural policies of two former directors of the
institution. Concepts from the theory of knowledge are also addressed, related to the field
of Museology and to the Museum. The media news are examined as instruments of
construction of realities in temporary exhibitions at the Museum, in the last decade of the
twentieth century. The dissertation undertakes and provides the analysis of a public
survey, through which identity issues related to the past and its representations in
Brazilian museums are put into quest, with corresponding reflections on the values and
emotions of the collective imaginary.
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